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1. Introduction 

The Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation, Science, and 

Technology Development invites Higher and Tertiary Education Institutions 

(HTEIs), government agencies, research institutions, students (local and in 

diaspora), citizens (in Zimbabwe and the diaspora), and the private sector to 

submit entries for the 2025 edition of the Presidential Innovation Awards. This 

document stipulates participation guidelines for the 2025 edition of the 

competition.  

2. Eligibility and Participation 

• Each institution/organization may submit a maximum of ten (10) 

innovations. 

• Each innovation must be submitted under one category only. 

• Previously winning innovations from the 2023 and 2024 editions are not 

eligible unless clear and adequate evidence is provided on significant 

improvement on the innovations. However, such innovations are legible to 

compete in the Best Commercialized Innovation' category. 

• The new 'Best Commercialized Innovation' category is exclusively for 

innovations that previously won and have since been successfully 

commercialised. 

3. Submission Requirements 

Each innovation submission must include the following: 

i) Innovation Submission Form PIFA/25-001(For General 

Categories) & Form PIFA/25-002(For the Best Commercialised 

Innovation category - Fully completed with: 

• All fields filled with adequate information as requested. 

• Accurate information on each of the sections given. 

ii) Self-Evaluation Form - Fully completed with: 

• A fully completed self-evaluation form clearly stating the final score. 

• Final score should be transferred to its section on the Submissions form 



• Please note there are 2 self-evaluation forms (One for the Best 

Commercialised Innovation and the other for the General categories). 

Only evaluate your innovation on the appropriate form.   

• When scoring simply enter a score on the column shown below: 

 

 
• The scoring guide (Key) is given on the second sheet (Scoring Guide). 

• The Best Commercialised innovation category has a different rubric but 

scores are entered on a similar column.  

 

iii) Supporting Documents & media: A zipped folder with supporting 

documents should be uploaded together with the submission of the 

innovation. These may include videos, images, supporting documents, 

visuals, patents, publications, commercialization proofs (for best 

commercialized innovation category) e.t.c. 

iv) Institutional Endorsement: Institution submissions should be signed by 

a senior official confirming institutional approval of the submission. 



4. Submission Format and Deadline 

• Download the submission template at: 

http://mhtestd.gov.zw/download/awards-submission-form 

• All submissions must be made electronically through the designated 

email address submissions.pifz@gmail.com 

• Deadline: Friday, 9th May 2025 

• Submissions should be in PDF format, with supporting media attached in 

a zipped folder. 

5. Award Categories 

Refer to the PIFA CATEGORIES document for a full list. 

6. Disqualification 

Submissions may be disqualified for the following reasons: 

• Incomplete documentation or missing self-evaluation form 

• Submitting more than the allowed number of innovations 

7. Contact Information 

For any inquiries or further information, please contact: 

Mr. A. Matembo - +263777126381, Mr. K. Chiyanike-+263778244600 

or Mr. E. Bhunu - +263773621505 
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